Special Board Meeting
Public Hearing
on the
Tentative 2011 Budget
1869 Opera House, 35 Market Street, Poughkeepsie, New York

Thursday, December 2, 2010
Chairman calls the meeting to order at 7:00 pm
Clerk calls the roll:

PRESENT: 23 Bolner, Borchert, Cooper, Doxsey, Flesland, Goldberg,
Horn, Horton, Hutchings, Incoronato, Jeter-Jackson, Kelsey,
Kufther, MacAvery, Miccio, Rolison, Roman, Sadowski, Jr.,
Surman, Thomes, Traudt, Tyner, White.

PRESEN’I‘, LATE: 0

ABSENT: 2 Forman, Weiss.
QUORUM PRESENT.

Pledge of Allegiance of the Flag.

Clerk read notice of public hearing.

The Chairman declared the Public Hearing open.

The following individuals spoke on restoring funding to the Arts Council’s budget:
Chris Silva, Executive Director, 1869 Opera House

Joan Henry - Mill Street Loft Outreach Programs

Edgar Rivera-Cash )

Tenisha Shotes — Mill Street Loft — Girls in Empowerment

Xi-Xi Whittaker — Mill Street Loft

Benjamin Krevolin, Director, Arts Council

Peter Cascone




The following individuals spoke in support of the Mid Hudson Civic Center
Funding - Kids on Ice Program:

Anna Doxsey

Jenny Greenland

Madchen Knauss

Paul Lloyd

The following individuals spoke in favor of restoring Mental Health America and
CASA budgets:
Mary Rich

Jacki Brownstein
Judy Lombardi
Roland Patterson
Kevin Hazucha
Elizabeth Willis
Liza Bove

Susan Eagan
Judge DJ Amodeo
Judge Joan Posner

The following individuals spoke in support of funding Cornell Cooperative
Extension, 4-H Program, Environment Program, Nutrition Program and Green
Team Program:

Linda Keech

Cornelia Harris — Watershed

Bob Cohen

Michele Hicks

Tim Heuer

Veronica and Don Shepis

Stuart Findlay

Karmen Smallwood

The following individuals spoke in support of funding for the Human Rights
Commission:

Wesley Lee

Elouise Maxey

Thomas Jefferson, Lent Street
Sakima Green-Brown

Earl Brown

Cathy Whittaman

Frank Jackson

Kathy Deutermann

Bill Quinn

Cynthia Fiore




Diane Norstrom
La-Joy Bryan
Anwar Kearney
Paul Wenver
Gareth Howard

The following individuals spoke in support of funding the Mental Hygiene -
Methadone Program:
Adrienne Marcus

The following individuals spoke in support of funding for the Office of the Aging
Friendship Centers:

Rosemarie Yasiejko

Cindy Lefebvre

The following individuals spoke in support of funding the Domestic Violence
Program:

Leah Feldman

Judy Lombardi

The following individuals spoke in support of funding the Mediation Center:
Judy Lombardi

Judge DJ Amodeo

Judge Joan Posner

Mary Mulligan-Position in Probation working with Mediation cut

The following individuals spoke in support of the SPCA:
Joyce Garrity
Dan Flaherty
Gus Kazolias

The following individuals spoke in support of funding for the Environmental Water
Lab in the Department of Health:

Dick Sewell

Robert Cicilian

Sandy Winters

The following individuals spoke in support of Hudson River Housing funding:
Gail Webster

Pat Keller

Carol Madrid

Mike Lincoln

The following individuals spoke in support of Fire Investigation Division —
Department of Emergency Response:
Steve Shultis




The following individuals spoke in support of Wheels for Work Program:
Nasarima Foster

Tiera Heill

Desiree Kelly

Debra Goodpaster

Susan McNish o

Richard Carlson spoke in favor of a progressive tax

The following individuals spoke in support of the Assigned Council Program:
Judge Valentino Sammarco

Judge Joan Posner

Cynthia Kasnai

Paul Callaagy

The following individuals spoke in support of reinstating the Maintenance Mechanic
1 to the Airport Budget:

Jeff Durand

Denise Spens-Gallagher

Anthony Wittek

Stan Ptasianski

The following individuals spoke in Support of restoring positions in the 2011
Tentative Budget:

Billy Riccalo, Member, CSEA

James DeWitt, 2™ Vice President, CSEA

Liz Piriano, President, Dutchess County Unit CSEA

The following individuals spoke in support of restoring the Youth Board:
Susan Hochhauser

There being no one else wishing to speak the Chairman declared the public hearing
closed.

Meeting adjourned at 10:45 pm.
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[POUGHKEEPSIE]
[FRRM PROJECT
o S

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
2016

Kim Notin
Chair
Anne Gardon
Vica Chair
David English
Treasurer
Amy Pelletier
Secretary
Beverly Allyn
Nicole Baker
Carlie Graves
Pat Lichtenberg
Mathan McNamara
Kuris Migoya
ChiWei Ranck
Susan Tveekrem

STAFF

Susan Grove
Executive Director
Asher Burkbart-
Spiegel
Farm Manager
Wendy Burkhart-
Spiegel
Office and Garden
Muanager
Sarzh Pappas

Assistant Farm Manager

Steve Hopkins
Market Mavager
Jamie Levato
Edhication Manager

The
Poughkeepsie
Farm Project

P.O. Box 3143
Poughkeepsie,
NY 12603

Tel: (845) 473-1415

info@farmpreject.org
www.larmproject.org

The Poughkeepsie Farm Project
Connecting Food, Farm and Community

December 1, 2010
Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

First of all, T apprectate the challenge that you are facing in allocating our county resoutces duting
this budget cycle. At the same time, T am writing to ask you to keep in the forefront of your mind
the needs and constraints of Dutchess County residents whose life situations are the most difficuit-
those with too many challenges, too limited a range choices and too few opportunities, those who
lock to our sot-for-profits for support in getting the information and services that they need.

Specifically, I am writing on behalf of Corraell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County. County
funding leverages significant external funding that Cornell has secured to provide programs that
impact many lives. If Commell’s programs and setvices are diminished and/or eliminated, the effect
will be far-reaching and negative.

The Poughkeepsie Farm Project, like many non-profit organizations, implements programs

collaboratively. In some cases, collaboration increases efficiency. In other cases, the goals of a

program cannot be met without having community partners to work with, The interactions and

collaborations we have across several Cornell program areas extend the reach and effectiveness of

out efforts to build a just and sustainable food system, whether we are:

* Benefitting from Cornell’s representation on out collaborative efforts to create a plan for a
hunger-free community, starting with a baseline survey to document the issues with food access

®  Leveraging the community presence of Cornell’s nutrition educators who inform residents of
our food accessibility programs, including using public benefits at the farmers” market or
securing & season-long share of farm fresh produce thart is subsidized (through private
donations) for low-income families

»  Sharing information with the tnany partners of Cornell’s Nutrition Advisotry Committee to make
ymportant county programs more cffective and non-duplicative

* Providing farm-based education to Cornell’s Green Teen utban youth, whose expetiences
provide them with a positive oudet and give the knowledge and skills to make healthy eating
choices and to develop into productive adults

® Receiving technical agricultural advice ot accessing a repositoty of information about farming in
Dutchess County from Comell’s agriculture program

"  Relying on the skills of Cornell-trained Master Gardener volunteers

The list above details some of the potential direct impacts of funding cuts to the work of the
Poughkeepsie Farm Project. It doesn’t list the ripple effect of how too many households, families
ang individuals would be impacted. Itis these people — residents of Dutchess Couaty whose quality
of life, cheices and opportunities will be negatively affected — that you should consider the most as
you work with your colleagues to make difficult decisions about how to allocate our tax resources. I,
for one, would be happy to pay more in taxes — for example, sactifice eating a couple of meals cut —
for the sake of my fellow residents and the collective good of our county.

Best regards,
Susan Grove
Executive Director




Poughkeepsie City Schoot District

George W. Krieger Elementary School
265 Hooker Avenue
Poughkeepsie, New York 12603
{845) 451-4660

Salvatore Letterii, Principal

- 11/29/10
To Whom It May Concern:

I am a third grade teacher at Krieger Elementary School in the Poughkeepsie
City School District. 1 have worked with the Cornell Cooperative Extension
Nutrition Program [CCENP] for the last five years. This program is a
valuable asset to our inner city students. The children have learned great
lessons that included reading labels, making healthy choices, and
understanding the food pyramid to name a few. I am always delighted to see
my children reading the labels during snack time and comparing them to
each others. Once the program starts, I notice that the children start bringing
in healthier snack choices such as fruit.

Working with the CCENP educators it is easy to see that they love working
with children and put many hours into preparing their engaging lessons so
that they are age appropriate, educational, and fun. My students eagerly
look forward to their weekly lessons and anticipate what they will learn
about each week. i

This program is so valuable because many of our children may never
otherwise receive the nutritional education they need to understand why
nutrition is important to their lives. It is my opinion that early education of
our students is imperative to reducing obesity and other nutrition issues in
our country. To cut this program would be detrimental to the many students
that benefit from such programs that explain and inform our children at an
early age. Please reconsider cutting this program and allowing these fine
people and their organization to continue to do what they do best... educate
our children on a very important topic.

Sincerely,
Sue Brudnak




MY NAME IS CARL RENNIA AND I BELONG TO THE EASTERN
DUTCHESS CHAPTER OF RELATIVES AS PARENTS PROGRAM,
KNOW AS RAPP. THIS PROGRAM IS RUNNED UNDER THE
CORNELL COOPERTATIVE EXTENSION OF DUTCHESS
COUNTY. FEW INDIVIDUALS CAN COPE ALONE WITH THE
MANY DEMANDS PLACED UPON THEM AS A CAREGIVER.
EVEN THE STRONGEST PERSON NEEDS THE SUPPORT OF
OTHERS DURING STRESSFUL TIMES. IN MY CASE I AM
RASING 2 GRANDCHILDREN AND IN MY LOCAL CHAPTER
THE AVERAGE CAREGIVER HAS 2 GRANDCHILDREN TO
RAISE DUE TO SURCOMESTANDES WHICH MAY BE DRUG OR
ALCHOL ADDICTION, PRISON OR EVEN ABANDAMENT. IN
MOST CASES CHILDREN OF CERTAIN SURCOMESTANDES
ARE PUT INTO FOSTER CARE AND CHILDREN ARE
SEPERATED FROM THEIR FAMILY. BUT WITH RELATIVES
TAKING THE BURDEN AND COST FACTOR AWAY FROM THE
STATE ADD’S A SENSE OF FAMILY UNIT WITH EACH CHILD.

HAVING A SUPPORT GROUP AS RAPP HELPS US CAREGIVERS
A CHANCE TO LEARN ABOUT PROGRAMS TO HELP US OUT IN
OUR CARE FOR THESE CHILDREN. TO DATE WE HAVE
FORMED 3 RAPP CHAPTERS IN DUTCHESS COUNTY WITH
OVER 150 MEMBERS AND STILL GROWING. THESE LOCAL
CHAPTERS HAVE BEEN A MAJOR HELP IN OUR LIVES BY
PROVIDING SO MANY SERVICES.

ONE OF THE SERVICES THAT IS PROVIDED IS THE RAPP
YOUTH GROUP- WHICH PROVIDES EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITES
THAT PROMOTE POSITIVE PEER AND FAMILY
RELATONSHIPS IN A FUN AND FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENT.

ALONG WITH OUR MONTLY MEETINGS WE HAVE ‘
EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOPS THAT FOCUSES ON DIFFERENT
PRINCIPLES OF PARENTING. THE GROUPS ARE ALSO
INFORMED OF ALL THE RESOURCES OUT THERE TO HELP US
IN AREAS OF NEED EVEN THROUGH GUEST SPEAKERS,

INFORMATION AND PROGRAMS DIRECTED TO THE RAPP
PROGRAM COULD NOT BE POSSIABLE WITHOUT CORNELL




COOPERATIVE EXTENSION AND OUR RELATIVES AS PARENT
PROGRAM COORDANTOR NINA DOYLE AND HER STAFF.
THESE EDUCATORS HAVE BECOME OUR LIFE LINE TO
UNDERSTANDING MANY ISSUES WE FACE AS BEING KINSHIP
CAREGIVERS. THEY WORK IN GETTING GRANTS SO WE CAN
GO PLACES THAT NORMALLY THE CAREGIVER CAN ONLY
DREAM OF. WE WERE BLESSED THIS YEAR WITH
WONDERFUL TRIPS AND THE SENSE OF FAMILY THROUGH
OUT THE YEAR.

ONE THING THAT IS SAID OFTEN AMONG THE RELATIVE
CAREGIVERS IS THAT WHEN THE CHLDREN ARE ALL
TOGETHER NO ONE IS DIFFERENT BECAUSE OF ALACK OF A
PARENT IN THEIR LIVES.

SO WITH THAT NOTE I AM ASKING THE LEGISLATORS OF
DUTCHESS COUNTY TO CONSIDER NOT CUTTING THE
RELATIVES AS PARENTS PROGRAM. WE NEED THE CORNELL
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION IN OUR AREA. IT HELPS WITH
OUR YOUTH, INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES IN OUR
COMMUNITIES HELP THEMSELVES. THANK YOU FOR YOUR
TIME.

CARLRENNIR
4sa oy wras
ANENIA WY 1aso)
(43 BN2-Bwoa
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to our communities _

As former Dutchess Coun-
ty legislators, we were dis-

turbed to learn of the county
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funding to not-for-profit agen-
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cies in hisg proposed 2011
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per from Paul Rinker, (“Ku-
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need to know that salaries for
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tions that would be far more
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government,
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Dutchess County Legislature
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nding to the contract agen-
cies, which make life viable
and worth living in Dutchesg
County. :

Colette p, Lafuente

Longboat-Key, Fla.

Kip Bleakley O’Neilt

Poughkeepsie
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Dutchess County Legislature Board Meeting
Thursday, December 3, 2010 @ 7:00 pm

I'm Linda Keech, the Executive Director for Dutchess County’s Cooperative
Extension. With me tonight is our Board President, Laurie Rich from
Rhinebeck. On behalf of our Board, thank-you once more for this
opportunity. '

Everything we do is in strict compliance with New York State Law Section
224 that states: “Cooperative extension work in a county may consist of
programs in the fields of agriculture, home economics, 4-H and community
betterment.” As a subordinate governmental 501C3 agency, our funding is
legally dependent upon County appropriated dollars.

We THANK the Budget, Finance and Personnel Committee for their hard
work and for the three Amendments proposing to restore funds to 49%.

The Good News is that these amendments will:
- Allow the continuation of 4-H through staff and program
restructuring.
- Provide some of the much needed match dollars for nutrition
programming and additional direct services to residents.
- Allow the continuation of GIS programs and services.
- Provide minimal production agriculture services.

You’ve previously heard what the 84% County Executive’s proposed budget
would mean. A 51% - $474,779 Reduction will mean less drastic impacts .
but significant none the less. — The Bad News is:
- 12 positions will be lost resulting in eliminated and reduced
programs and services for your Dutchess County residents and
communities. A significant change from what you know today.

You’ve heard from many of our constituents these past weeks — and I'd like
to recognize many more who have come in support of CCEDC tonight and
ASK THEM TO STAND UP while I finish speaking.

They are here because they value what CCEDC offers and provides.




Whether it’s our primary prevention youth programs for Green Teens and
4-Hers who are our future workforce, community and political leaders; - -

Our diagnostics — trainings - and research for farmers whose small family
businesses are critical to our economy, local food supplies and our open
spaces; - -

Our nutrition and financial management education for Families and
individuals who are striving to make healthy choices and struggle with their
own limited resources; - -

The tools and resources utilized by Dutchess County municipalities and
organizations to make more informed and collaborative decisions regarding
land use, environmental issues and our natural resources.

These are your Dutchess County residents and taxpayers. These are who we
serve.

And in respect for our legislators and others here tonight, knowing that some
of our supporters may have planned to speak, please consider handing in
your written comments to me, or someone else, to pass on, in licu of
speaking,

To quote Edwin Markahm “Choices are the hinges of destiny.”

Your legislative decisions shape our choices and destiny. We are prepared
to make difficult choices, however - we also ask you to please consider the
Budget Committee’s proposed amendments and anything else that you can.
Our choices hinge on your decisions next week and later in December. We
recognize you have not 1, but hundreds of interrelated and complex
decisions in front of you. THANK YOU for your consideration.




(845) 6775253
Dutchess County (845) 677-0708 (i)

t Environmental Management Council ww.doemc.org
Farm and Home Center 2715 Route 44, Snite 2 Millbrook, NY 12545

To: Dutchess County Legislature

My name is Bob Cohen and { am speaking on behalf of the Dutchess County Environmental
Management Committee and the Conservation Advisory Council’s for the 21 towns in Dutchess
County. | am the co-chair of the EMC, and a member of the Beekman CAC. Working with the
team from the Cornell Cooperative Extension of Dutchess County, the EMC has achieved
significant accomplishments that would not have been possible without a joint team effort.
Some examples of these accomplishments are:

« The recent award winning Natural Resource Inventory update

e The prescription drug disposal program

e The recyclable shopping bag program

e The bottle recycle programs at local schools

* Reports regarding the Mile a Minute weed, Lyme disease, and flooding of our streams.

None of these accomplishments would have been possible without partnering with the Cornell
Extension staff. Loss of their support for the EMC will severely impair the EMC’s ability to
perform our mission.

in addition, the Cooperative Extension’s staff hosted many programs throughout the year to
provide skills and information to CACs, municipal officials and the public. These programs
provided valuable information for many different topics. For example, as a member of the
Beekman CAC, | used these skills to evaluate potential environmental impacts of proposed
development projects in the Town of Beekman. The evaluations were presented to the
Beekman Planning Board and used in deciding the number of houses they should permit and
whether further environmental studies would be required. Loss of the educational programs
will, in the long run, increase the costs to Dutchess County taxpayers.

The Cooperative Extension is also doing very important outreach to help manage water quality
and quantity issues in Dutchess County. The recent pattern of rain and drought is causing
cycles of flooding and drying up of weils that have a severe economic impact in the County. The
Cooperative Extension is helping towns plan methods to mitigate this affect and has educated
residents on proper land use techniques. The grants that are funding this effort in Dutchess
County require matching county dollars that we will lose if funding is not restored for this
Cooperative Extension program.

The Dutchess County investment in the Cooperative Extension has a very worthwhile return
and | strongly request that the 2010 budget be reinstated for 2011.

Thank you for your consideration

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by moneys received firom the County of Dutchess.




Christian F Rohrbach

1921 Overlook Rd
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
December 2, 2010

Robert Rolison
Chairman of the Legislature
Dutchess County Legisiature

Dear Chairman Rolison: _
| am writing to ask you to support increasing the funding for the environment and
energy programs of Cornell Cooperative Extension of Dutchess County.

| am the LaGrange citizen representative on the Wappinger Creek
Infermunicipal Councit {(WIC) and a member of the Conservation Advisory
Council (CAC] for the Town of LaGrange.

The WIC provides an important link between the stakeholder communities that
make up the Wappinger Creek Watershed. The problems of one community can
directly affect olf other communities in the watershed. A county-wide agency
like CCE which carries out research projects, such as the Septic Soil Survey
measuring the effect of sepiic density on groundwater quality and Stream
Temperature Survey measuring the health of the watershed environment,
provides a vital service, The coordination and support that the CCE provides o
these volunteer committees is the linchpin that keeps them running.

The CACs are supported by, among other things, important and changing
geographic information systems {GiS) data from CCE that is used every month fo
evaluate the impact of development projects on the community. This data
identifies location and density of endangered species, wetland buffers, soil
composition and other important information. In addition, threat advisories on
environmental issues, such as Mile A Minute vine, Emeraid Ash Borer, and Asian
Longhorn Beetle, are essential o adopting timely and effective community
action plans.

The investment in retaining these important services is small. If we fail to do so,
the cost in our future is much larger.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Foata ot

Christian F. Rohrbach




Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

My name is Will Jobs and I wotk for the Vassar College Environmental Research Institute.
However, I grew up in Wappingers Falls and have lived in Dutchess County my entire life. Living in
Dutchess County, I came to chetish the beauty of our landscape, the quality of our natural
resources, and especially the pristine water bodies our county is fortunate enough to encompass. As
I grew up, I came to appreciate any and all of the education offered to me about my local
envitonment. From swimming, to fishing, to boating, to hiking, to running and more, I enjoyed the
outdoors of the Hudson Valley, but appreciated them more so when I came to know more about
the natural processes at work and how human impact them.

This 1s where things like the Cornell Cooperative Extension of Dutchess County Environment and
Energy Program come in. | knew growing up that there were many volunteer organizations in the
area, and that there were frequent stream cleanups and film screenings and educational opportunities
to be found thioughout Dutchess County, but until T got my job with the Environmental Research
Institute, I never understood who it was the coordinated all of this, Cornell Cooperative Extension
does a massive job orchestrating large-scale events like Dutchess Watershed Awareness Month,
which, this past year, incorporated over 40 events (drawing near a thousand people in the month of
July) ranging from hikes to cleanups to kayaking, and more. They also organized the hugely
successful rainbarrel workshops, wherein citizens pay a small fee and get provided with all of the
materials as well as instruction to build a rainbarrel they can take home. To lustrate the success of
just these workshops, when we opened registration for all five of our rainbarrel workshops of July,
registration was filled within three days, and we ended up with a waiting list of about 75 people.
Clearly the interest is there.

Without Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County’s Environment and Energy Program,
none of this would be possible. Dutchess County residents appreciate their local area and enjoy
learning more about it. Dutchess County prominently touts working for the environment (which is
one reason it was decided to use L.E.D. lights on the Walkway-over-the-Hudson, for instance).
Volunteering, which is known to both build greater camaderte and connection to one’s community,
as well as improve it by virtue of working to restore it, would be more difficult without the
Environment and Energy Program, as large-scale efforts would be harder to organize without a
central-body like this program.

For all of these reasons and mote, T ask that you please restore level funding for the Eﬂvltomnent
and Energy Program at Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County.

Thank you very much for your time and consideration,

Will Jobs




Environmental quality is something Dutchess County always boasts of and that residents
prize. Water quality, habitat richness, aesthetic quality, and other énvironmental amenities
are good for our communities, our kids, and our property values. If they're good for
property values and community stability, then they're good for tax revenue in the county.
There are few parts of the county budget that support environmental quality, and there are
many parts that can to undermine environmental quality. Cornell Cooperative Extension
uses county funding efficiently to support the amenities we prize. They support and
empower community groups. They maintain and provide data with which we can monitor
environmental quality. They provide linkages among community groups, the research
community, and local government. Without Cornell Cooperative Extension, who would
serve these functions, and who would aid county residents in safeguarding the public goods
that make this a good place to live?

As an academic, I'm fully scheduled most of the time {inclhuding this evening). I often don't
have time to share what | know about the county with residents who could benefit from
more, more current, knowledge of the local environment. The CCEDC staff provide this
knowledge support to the community. I'm grateful that they are here, and I think losing
them would cause lasting harm to our abilities to understand and to safeguard Dutchess
County's environmental resources. '

Thank you,
Mary Ann Cunningham

Department of Earth Science and Geography
Vassar College
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